General

Rules for use of microorganisms (including bacteria, viruses, viroids, prions, fungi, and
parasites), recombinant DNA (rDNA) technologies or human or animal fresh/frozen tissues,
blood or body fluids.

Research using microorganisms (including bacteria, viruses, viroids, prions, fungi, and
parasites), recombinant DNA (rDNA) technologies or human or animal fresh/frozen tissues,
blood, or body fluids may involve potentially hazardous biological agents. Students are
permitted to do some research projects with potentially hazardous biological agents
meeting the conditions and rules described below which were designed to protect students
and to ensure adherence to federal and international biosafety regulations and guidelines.

When dealing with potentially hazardous biological agents, it is the responsibility of the
student and all of the adults involved in a research project to conduct and document a risk
assessment (Form 6A) to define the potential level of harm, injury or disease to plants,
animals and humans that may occur when working with biological agents. The risk
assessment determines a biosafety level which in turn determines if the project can
proceed, and if so, the laboratory facilities, equipment, training, and supervision required.

All projects involving microorganisms, recombinant DNA technologies and human or
animal fresh/frozen tissues, blood or body fluids must adhere to the rules below AND,
depending on the study, to the additional rules in Section A, B or C.



