Firearms and Explosives

The U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF), along with state
agencies, regulates the purchase and use of firearms and explosives. A firearm is defined
as a small arms weapon from which a projectile is fired by gunpowder. An explosive is any
chemical compound, mixture or device, the primary purpose of which is to function by
explosion. Explosives include, but are not limited to, dynamite, black powder, pellet
powder, detonators, and igniters.

The purchase of a firearm by a minor is generally unlawful. The use of a firearm, without
proper state certification, is illegal. Students are required to check the training and
certification requirements of individual states and countries.

1. Projects involving firearms and explosives are allowable when conducted with the
direct supervision of a Designated Supervisor and when in compliance with all
federal, state and local laws.

2. A fully assembled rocket motor, reload kit or propellant modules containing more
than 62.5 grams of propellant are subject to the permitting, storage and other
requirements of federal explosive laws and regulations.

3. Potato guns and paintball guns are not firearms unless they are intended to be
used as weapons. They must be treated as hazardous devices.



