
Additional Rules for Projects Conducted in a Regulated Research
Institution 

All studies not meeting the criteria in Section A. but are otherwise permissible under Intel
ISEF rules must be conducted in a Regulated Research Institution (RRI). A Regulated
Research Institution within the U.S. is defined as a professional research/teaching
institution that is regularly inspected by the USDA and is licensed to use animals covered
by the Animal Welfare Act and may also be subject to U.S. Public Health Service Policy.
Also included are all federal laboratories such as National Institutes of Health, Veteran’s
Affairs Medical Centers and the Centers for Disease Control. In addition, pharmaceutical
and biotechnology companies and research institutions that utilize research animals that
are not covered by the Animal Welfare Act but have an operational Institutional Animal
Care and Use Committee and are in compliance with U.S. federal laws are included in this
definition. For projects conducted outside of the United States, a Regulated Research
Institution would be a comparable research institution that adheres to country laws
governing the care and use of vertebrate animals.
 
Some protocols permitted in a Registered Research Institution are not permitted for
participation in the Intel ISEF; adherence to RRI rules is necessary but may not be
sufficient. 

1. The Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) or the comparable
animal oversight committee must approve all student research projects before
experimentation begins. Such research projects must be conducted under the
responsibility of a principal investigator. The local and regional SRC must also
review the project to certify that the research project complies with Intel ISEF Rules.
This local and regional SRC review should occur before experimentation begins,
if possible.

2. Student researchers are prohibited from performing euthanasia. Euthanasia at the
end of experimentation for tissue removal and/or pathological analysis is permitted.
All methods of euthanasia must adhere to current American Veterinarian Medical
Association (AVMA) Guidelines.

3. Research projects that cause more than momentary or slight pain or distress to
vertebrate animals are prohibited unless approved anesthetics, analgesics and/or
tranquilizers are used. 

4. Research in nutritional deficiency or research involving substances or drugs of
unknown effect is permitted to the point that any clinical sign of distress is noted.
In the case that distress is observed, the project must be suspended and measures
must be taken to correct the deficiency or drug effect. A project can only be
resumed if appropriate steps are taken to correct the causal factors. 

5. The following forms are required:



a. Checklist for Adult Sponsor (1), Student Checklist (1A), Research Plan,
and Approval Form (1B)

b. Regulated Research Institution Form (1C)
c. Vertebrate Animal Form (5B)
d. Qualified Scientist Form (2)
e. PHBA Risk Assessment Form (6A) – for all studies involving tissues and

body fluids. 
f. Human and Vertebrate Animal Tissue Form (6B) – for all studies involving

tissues and body fluids


